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The St Regis Beijing
Located in the political and 
commercial heart of Beijing, 
this is the base hotel for The 
Performance Theatre 2011. The 
welcome lunch will be held here.

21 Jianguomenwai Dajie
Chaoyang District
Beijing 100020
+86 10 6460 6688

Great Hall of the People  
Day One sessions and dinner 
of The Performance Theatre 
2011 will take place here, in the 
home of the National People’s 
Congress, China’s legislative 
body. Entrance is via the East 
Gate. TPT 2011 name badge or 
photo ID (eg, passport) required 
for entry. 

Tiananmen Square  
(western edge)
Dongcheng District 
Beijing 100006
+86 10 6309 6935

Diaoyutai State Guesthouse
Day Two sessions will be held 
on these historic grounds. 
Reportedly a favourite fishing 
spot of Jin emperor Zhang 
Zong, the guesthouse is today 
used by the government to host 
visiting dignitaries.

No.2 Fucheng Road
Haidian District 
Beijing 100830
+86 10 5859 1188    

Taimiao  
(Imperial Ancestral Palace)  
The closing dinner, to be hosted 
by MasterCard on Day Two, will 
be staged here. Entrance is via 
Donghuamen Road. Used by 
the Ming and Qing dynasties as 
a place for ancestral worship, 
the site was converted into 
the Working People’s Cultural 
Palace in 1950.

East of Tiananmen Square
Dongcheng District 
Beijing 100006 
+86 10 6525 2189
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Why did we choose this cover image?

The cover shows a close-up shot of a 
Chinese robe, the focus being on an 
exquisitely embroidered phoenix amidst 
brightly coloured foliage. The image 
collides with this year’s programme from a 
few angles.

In Chinese tradition the phoenix 
 – fenghuang – is the king of the birds. It is 
tightly associated with the dragon, the two 
together symbolising the union of yin and 
yang. According to some Chinese legends, 
the arrival of the phoenix on earth signified 
the beginning of a new era. 

In this there is a parallel with the 
phoenix’s significance in other traditions 
around the world. The Western treatment, 
which stems from Egyptian and Greco-
Roman mythology, depicts the phoenix as 
a symbol of renewal and rebirth. In these 
accounts, the phoenix is consumed by fire 
at the end of its life, but rises out of the 
ashes to live another life. 

The phoenix thus hints at The 
Performance Theatre’s central concern: 
namely, how growth can be reinvented and 
remade into a force for wider, deeper global 
prosperity which preserves rather than 
destroys the natural environment on which 
growth ultimately depends. 

That the phoenix is woven into the 
fabric of a robe also recalls China’s long 
theatrical tradition. In the Beijing opera 
– highly popular during the Qing dynasty 
and now considered one of China’s cultural 
treasures – vibrant, symbol-rich costumes 
are fundamental to the audience’s navigation 
of the plot.

The Performance Theatre’s use of 
the imagery and spirit of the stage is 
a defining characteristic. Not only has 
the theatre been the place throughout 
history where the biggest debates of the 
day are acted out. It is also an effective 
means of creating a shared experience 
among perfect strangers (or, as Oscar 
Wilde put it, “the most immediate way 
in which a human being can share with 
another the sense of what it is to be a 
human being”). And so The Performance 
Theatre’s ambition is to bring together 
imaginative, knowledgeable leaders from 
diverse fields and spheres, assemble them 
in a stimulating, historical setting and 
challenge them to map out pathways to a 
new kind of growth.

Thanks to David for the photo and the 
information.

The Performance Theatre 2012 will  
take place on 15-16 June. The host city 

will be announced soon.
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“All difficult 
things have their 
origin in that which 
is easy, and great 
things in that 
which is small” Lao ZI

© The Performance Theatre Foundation
www.theperformancetheatre.com

This programme is printed on Cyclus Offset, 100% 
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that uses biofuels and is one of the lowest-emitting 
papermills in the world.
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